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Cannon, Kuo and Saks
named Distinguished
Professors; Nguyen, Soll
named University
Professors
The five faculty members are recognized by USC
President C. L. Max Nikias for outstanding leadership in
their fields

BY USC staff [/author/usc-staff/]  FEBRUARY 13, 2018

SC President C. L. Max Nikias has appointed Paula Cannon,
C.-C. Jay Kuo and Elyn Saks as Distinguished Professors and

Viet Thanh Nguyen and Jacob Soll as University Professors.

“These exceptional faculty members have brought immense honor to
the university,” USC Provost Michael Quick wrote in a memo
announcing the appointments.

The honor of Distinguished Professor [https://www.provost.usc.edu/faculty-

distinctions/university/distinguished-professors/]  is awarded very selectively to
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those whose accomplishments have brought special renown to USC.
The honor of University Professor [https://www.provost.usc.edu/faculty-

distinctions/university/university-professors/]  is awarded based on multi-
disciplinary interests and significant accomplishments in several
disciplines.

[https://keck.usc.edu/faculty/paula-cannon/]
Paula Cannon
Distinguished Professor Cannon
[https://keck.usc.edu/faculty/paula-cannon/] , a professor of
Molecular Microbiology and Immunology at the
Keck School of Medicine of USC, is a pioneer in the

development of precision methods to genetically modify cells of the
blood and immune systems.From her background as a virologist
studying HIV and highly pathogenic viruses such as Ebola, she became
interested in how these human enemies could instead be hijacked into
delivering therapeutic genes to human cells. The early tools of this
gene therapy lacked specificity, but her work with genome engineering
reagents allowed her to manipulate the genetic material of blood stem
cells at the scale of a single base of DNA information. Using this
approach, her team has developed methods to create an HIV-resistant
immune system in people who are infected with this virus, which she
hopes will provide a long-term drug-free therapy for HIV.
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Funded by both the National Institutes of Health and the California
Institute for Regenerative Medicine, Cannon collaborates with many
other scientists at USC and beyond who are interested in taking
advantage of these exciting advances in gene and cell therapy. Outside
of her lab, she is known as a passionate advocate for the HIV
community whose ability to explain science in a straightforward and
entertaining fashion makes her a sought-after and highly effective
speaker.

C.-C. Jay Kuo
Distinguished Professor Kuo
[https://viterbi.usc.edu/directory/faculty/Kuo/Chung-Chieh] of the
USC Viterbi School of Engineering is a fellow of the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics

Engineers, and the International Society for Optical Engineering. Kuo
is currently the Dean’s Professor in Electrical Engineering and Director
of the Multimedia Communication Laboratory. His groundbreaking
research in the field of coding and computing techniques for
multimedia processing and communications has led to the
establishment of worldwide international standards for image and
video transmission, and storage and compression. He developed
several techniques for enhancing the performance and reducing the
complexity of video encoders while retaining or improving the
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perceived visual quality—techniques which have been adopted by all
commercial capturing devices.

Kuo’s prolific publication record includes 260 journal papers, 900
conference papers, 14 books, an h-index of 75 and total citations
exceeding 28,000.

[http://gould.usc.edu/faculty/?id=300] Elyn
Saks
Distinguished Professor Saks
[http://gould.usc.edu/faculty/?id=300] is the Orrin B. Evans
Professor of Law, Psychology and Psychiatry and the
Behavioral Sciences at the USC Gould School of Law

and director of the Saks Institute for Mental Health Law, Policy, and
Ethics. Saks is a nationally recognized scholar in mental health law,
developing solutions in the field of mental illness and changing the way
society addresses issues of mental health, such as ethical dimensions of
psychiatric research, use of mechanical restraints in psychiatric
hospitals, and the criminalization of mental illness.

Saks herself lives with schizophrenia and has written about her
struggles and successes in The Center Cannot Hold: My Journey
Through Madness, which has won accolades from both literary critics
and advocacy groups. She is an elected member of the American Law
Institute and a recipient of the MacArthur “genius grant.”
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[https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/faculty-and-
staff/faculty.cfm?pid=1003574] Viet Thanh
Nguyen
University Professor Nguyen
[https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/faculty-and-staff/faculty.cfm?

pid=1003574] of the USC Dornsife College of Letters,
Arts and Sciences is a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and MacArthur
Fellow [https://dornsife.usc.edu/news/stories/2686/usc-dornsifes-viet-thanh-nguyen-

wins-prestigious-macarthur-found/] . Nguyen is internationally known for his
groundbreaking works in fiction and non-fiction, providing key insight
and perspective to a global audience and exploring critical issues
related to the immigrant experience, both historical and current,
across generations, races, and political divides.

Among other accolades, his debut novel, The Sympathizer, has
emerged as one of the most celebrated works of fiction in the past
twenty-five years, winning the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, the
Dayton Literary Peace Prize, the Carnegie Medal for Literary
Excellence from the American Library Association and a California
Book Award. Acclaimed for its compelling and inventive narrative of
the Vietnam War, the novel was a New York Times bestseller and
named to over thirty best-of-the-year lists. His collection of stories The
Refugees was a bestseller, and his nonfiction Nothing Ever Dies:
Vietnam and the Memory of War was a finalist for the National Book
Award and National Book Critics Circle Award.
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[https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/hist/people/faculty_display.cfm?
Person_ID=1042779] Jacob Soll
University Professor Soll
[https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/hist/people/faculty_display.cfm?Person_ID=1042779] of the
USC Dornsife College is an early modern historian with a research
focus on the history of politics, Renaissance humanism, accounting
and information systems. Soll has been credited with elucidating the
mechanics of how modern governments came into being, how they
work or fail, and how accounting has been used to create modern,
sustainable states. An expert on the history of financial crises, his
research explains the necessity for governments to properly manage
financial numbers and the importance of accounting and history as
part of a leadership culture.

The recipient of numerous prestigious prizes, including two NEH
fellowships, the Jacques Barzun prize, a Guggenheim fellowship and
the MacArthur Fellowship, Soll is currently meeting with political and
financial leaders across the globe to promote the humanities along
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with accounting standards and financial transparency as tools for
effective statecraft.
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L.A.’s diversity shapes Sofia Gruskin’s approach to
global health research
The USC Institute for Global Health nears its 10th anniversary with a new
director and a new vision focused on equality.

[/144672/sofia-gruskin-tglobal-health-research-education/]

Rocket science, aerospace attract kids to USC’s young
scientists workshop
Vermont Elementary School students test their designs of straw rockets and
build models of hover boards.

[/144337/rocket-science-for-kids-aerospace-usc-engineering-workshop/]

Epstein family gift enhances sports medicine research
and care at USC
Epstein Family Foundation donates $10 million to name the USC Epstein
Family Center for Sports Medicine.

[/144725/epstein-family-gift-enhances-sports-medicine-research-and-care-at-usc/]

Health [/category/health/]

Science/Technology [/category/science-technology/]

Health [/category/health/]

https://news.usc.edu/144672/sofia-gruskin-tglobal-health-research-education/
https://news.usc.edu/144337/rocket-science-for-kids-aerospace-usc-engineering-workshop/
https://news.usc.edu/144725/epstein-family-gift-enhances-sports-medicine-research-and-care-at-usc/
https://news.usc.edu/category/health/
https://news.usc.edu/category/science-technology/
https://news.usc.edu/category/health/


Subscribe
to receive USC News via email

your email address

About This Site [/about/]  Contact Us [/contact/]

https://news.usc.edu/about/
https://news.usc.edu/contact/

